
  
 

Canadian agricultural firm amasses 
thousands of acres west of Phoenix  
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This 715-acre farm west of Phoenix has been purchased by a Canadian agriculture firm. 

PROVIDED BY THE LAND AGENY 
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A Canadian agricultural company has plopped down $2.5 million in cash for a 715-acre 
farm west of Phoenix. 

Monette Farms USA bought the property from Mara Capital LLC, an entity tracing 
to Alan Bornt, according to Vizzda LLC, real estate database. 

The farmland is at the southwest corner of State Route 71 and U.S. HIghway 60 in 
Aguila on the western edge of Maricopa County. 
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Charlie Havranek, an agricultural land broker for Southwest Land Associates who 
represented the buyer, said Monette had leased 1,800 acres of state land next to the 
property in March. 

"They have been gradually entering the U.S., looking for different growing seasons," 
Havranek said. "The growing seasons in Canada are short and narrow. Here in Arizona, 
we can harvest beans just after they've planted up in Canada. They have windows of 
opportunity to plant harvests so they can sell crops throughout the year." 

Darrel Monette, CEO and president of Monette Farms Ltd., did not return requests for 
comment. 

The company — which is based in Swift Current, Saskatchewan — mainly grows green 
and red lentils, durum, canola, barley and chickpeas, according to its web site. 

While this is Monette's entry into the Arizona market, the company has a presence in 
Montana, Havranek said. 

Brad Kuiper, agricultural land broker for The Land Agency, represented the seller in the 
deal. 

"Aguila in this area is not served by an irrigation district," Kuiper said. "It's all on wells." 

The property included 395 acres of deeded land and another 320 acres of of State of 
Arizona leased land, Kuiper said. 

When Havranek was showing Monette the land, Monette was intrigued by the wells. 

"You have to remember one thing, they don't have irrigation wells up there [in Canada]," 
Havranek said. "They get rain." 
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